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AUSTIN, TEX, ww IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE EXTRAODRDIMNARILY
SUNDEN DISTHTEGRATION OF RFSTSTANCE TO COMMUNISM IN TNDOCHINA,
THE LFANERS OF QUR GOYERNMENT HAVE REPEATEDLY CALLED UPOM US
ALL YO AVOTH RECRIMIMATION AMD TD WORK FOR A& NATIONAL RECONCILIAw
TION, THYS APPEAL TS RIGKHT, AND THERE HAS BEFEN ENCOURAGING
EVIOPNCE TN RECENT DAYS THAT IM SOME MEASURE 1T IS8 BFING HEARU,

PARY 0OF THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING IS SIMPLY THAT LARGE
AND RATNFUL EVENTS, UNLESS THEY ARF CLNOSFLY STUDIED, HAVE A
HABIT OF TEACHING U4 THE WRONG LF3SONS, IT 18 NFTEN SAIO TMAT THE
HESETTTING WEAKNESS (OF GENFRALS I8 THAT THEY PREPARE FOR THE LAST
WAR, OME MYIGHT AND THAT THASFE uWiHN SEEK TO PRESFRVE OR RESTORF
PEACE CAM MAKE THE SAME MISTAKF, TO MAKE THE PFACE OF THE
FUTURE, MEN WILL ALWAYS NEFD MORF THAN THE TOOLS aF THE PAST,
THERF 18 EVIDENCE OF d0OTH NF THESE KINDS OF MISTAKES IN THE
HISTORY OF OUk IMVODLVEMENT IN VIETNAM, AND UNLFSS THAT EXPFRI=
ENCE ITSELF T8 CORRECTLY UNDERSTOON, WE COULD WELL FIND OURSFLVES K
APPLYING TO DTHER SITUATIONS ATTITUDES ORAWN MARE FROM UNw
EXAMINED FEELINGS ABNUT VIETNAM THAN FROM ITS REALITIES,

IT 1S TRUE THAT THE INTFNSE FEELINGS AROUSED BY THE WAR MAVE
OFTEN REFN A HANDICAP YO THMOUGHT, ON THE EVIDENCFE SO FAR
AVATLARLE TN THE BOOKSTORES, FULL UNDERSTANDING I8 NOT LIKELY TO
COME TMSTANTLY EITHER FROM EMBATTLED PARTICIPAMTS Nk FROM
ANGRY PRITICS, YET EVEN IN THESE £ARLY BOOKS THERF 15 MUCH
THPORTANT RAW MATERIAL FOR LATER JUDGMENT AND MUCH EVIDENCE
THAT IY WILL HE BEST FOR U8 T0 UNMDERSTAND THIS HMISTORY,
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I PARTICULAR IT WOULD RE INAPPRUPRIATE FDR THNSE LIKF Mg,
WHO HAVE HAD A RESPONSTBLE CONNECTION WITH EAR|_IER PARTS OF THF
WAR, Trh BE REBTISTAMT TO SyrM AN FFFORT AT UNDERSTANDING, THERE
HAVE BFEM GODD REASOMS FOR RETICENCE EARLIFR, A8 ONE HOPED
AGAINSYT HOPE FOR THt SUCCESS oF THE EFFORTS OF ODTHERS, ESPFCTALLY
OF THOSE UNSUNG VIFTNAMESE WHO DID PERSIST OM THE SINE OF
CLIBERTY, BUT NOK THAT CHAPTER HAS ENDED, AND WHO CAN KNOW.

MORE SUKELY THAN THOSE OF 1)§ wHO TRIFD THAT SOMEWHERF, SOMEHNW,
YHE UNTTFD STATES COULD HAVE DONF BETTER? WHD CAN MAVE

A GREATER INTEREST IN HELPINGR AS FAR AS POSSIRLE TD SEE THAT THE
LESSONS NF THIS KARD HISTORY ARE LEARNED?

NDWw AT YHE RISK OF STATING A CONCLUSION WITHOUT ITS FULL
HISTORTCAL ARGUMENT, LET MF SUGGEST TO YOU THAT THERE IS AT |EAST
ONE RRFAT LESSON ARGUT VYIETNAM WHICH DESFERVES TO gE LEARNED
AND UNDERSTOND dY ALL DF US JUST AS SOON AS POSSIBLES IY IS THAT
THE rast OF VIETMAM IS UNIQUE, IT DOES NOT MAKF SENSF TO SKT
AS A CENTRAL DBJECTIVE THE REDFSIGN OF OUR FNREIGN AND DFFENSE
POLIEY 80 AS TOD AVDIN "ANNTMER VIETNAM," THE WORLD I8 %0
SHAPED, GEOGRAPHICALLY, POLITICALLY, AND HISTORICALLY, THAT THF
PARTICULAR SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED TO THE AMERICAN Rapb
IN VIETNAM I8 MOST UMNLIKELY T0 BF REPEATED,

A SFCOND GREAY LESSON OF VIETMAM=A FAMILIAR ONE ALREADYe
IS THE IMMENSE COST NF A BREAKDOWN IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THF
PRESTDFNT AND CONGRESS, THERF T8 MUCH ROOM FAR DEBATE AS To
THE CAUSFS OF THIS GRADUAL AND PRUGRESSIVE BREAKDOWN, AND
PROBARLY ND AOMINISTRATINN OR CONGRESS OVER TWMF LAST TWENTY
YEARS wlll BE HELD HARMLESS BY HISTORY, BUYT SURELY THE MOST
DRAMATIC EPISODE OF ALL IS THE CASE OF MR, NIXON'S SWEFPING
SECRET ASSURANCE TO PRESTDFNT THTIEU, A8 PART OF THE PRICF nF
THIELIS AGREEMENT TO THE PARTS ACCORDS OF JANUARY 1973, THAT
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNTTED STATES WOULD MoT STAND TDLY 8Y
IN THF EVEMT OF RENEWED LARGESCALE MILITARY ACTION BY HANOT,

THERE 18 MO KEASON TO DOUBT THE AUTHENTICTTY 0DF THE TEXTS
REVEALFD ON APRIL 33 BY A FORMER ASSISTANT TN pPRESIUENT THIEY,
AN THFIR LAMGUAGE [8 EXPLTCIT, NOTABLY THAT OF JAN, %, 1873:
"YOU HAVE MY ASSURANCE OF CONTINUED ASSISTANCE IN THF POSTw
SETYTLEMENT PERTIOD AND THAT WE WILL RFSPOND WITH FULL FORCE
SHOULD THE SETTLEMENT BE yYIOLATED BY NORTH VIETNAM," NOR NEED
WE DOURT THAY THIS ASSURANCE OF "FULL FORCE," POMING JUST AFTER
THE CHRISTMAS BOMBING OF HANOT, WAS UNDERSTOOD YO MEAN A
READINFSS T RESORT ONCE AGAIN TO THIS KIND OF ACTION OR TO ACTION
LIKE THE {972 MINING OF HATPHONG HARROR,

THIS TS NOT THE PLACE Tn ASSESS IN DETAIL THE REASONS WHY HR,
NIXON MAY HAVE FFELT IT RIGHT TO GIVE THIS TFULL FORCE" AssunANc&
NDR 18 WlWw THE TIME TO EXamINE THE SHALLOW PRETENSE THAT THE

RECALLED N
PSNIP34642 FAGE @2 | TORS18U/208002 OTGIROIRITZ JUN. 75

wwwwkonil N C L A S S T F I F Dawannesl COPY

() a
No Objectlon To Declassnﬁcatlon in Full 2011/04/28 - I_OC HAK- 264 3-12-2



T T T ST e A c T T S mw e s o = e ~ L - —_

“No Objection To Deolassuflcatlon in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-264-3-12-2
*iww-wun_' L L A D D L r o4orF nwwwww' LYy

PEOPLE AND THE CONGRFSS REALLY KNEW ABOUT IT AT THE TIME, WHAT
WE MAVE To NOTE MegRE IS SIMPLY THAT A PRESIDENY GAVE A SWEEPw
ING AND BOLEMN ASSURANCE QOF THE LITMOST IMPORTANCE TO A LONGTINME
ALLY, THAT WF DID NOY TELL CNNGRFESS WHAT HE MHAD DONE, AND THAT
SCARCELY STX HMONTHS |ATER HIS ADMIMISTRATION FRUND ITSELF

FORCED T0 ACCERT A FIRM AND OBVIOUSLY PINAL LEGISLATIVE PROWIKIw
TION AGATINSY ANMY SUCH RENEWED USE OF FORCE IN TNDOCHINA,

1 REGREY TO SAY THAT UNLIXKE THE VIETMAM wWAR AS A WHOLE,
WHOSE REPETITION I HAVF CALLED UNMLTKELY, THERE IS EVERY REASON
FOR CONCERMN ABOUT REPETITION, AND FEVEN INTENSIFICATION, OF THE
BREAKONWN BETWEEM COMGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE, THMIS IS NOT A
DNE=SINED PROBLEM, ANO IT 135 NOT A NEW ONE, BUT IT SFEMS PAINw.
FULLY CLFAR THAT TODAY IT TS ACUTE, AND WITHOUT DENYING THF
CEXTRAQRUOTHARY DIFFICULTY OF MATNTAINING EFFERTYIVE CUONNECTION
WITH A COMGRESS HMHICHM HAS | ARGFLY LUST IY8 OWn TRADITIONAL TRUST
IN RELFVANT COMMYTTEES AND VISIBLE LEADERS, ONF MUBYT REMARK
THAT A SELFw-DEFEATING PREDILFCYION BOTH FOR SECRECY AND FOR
PERSONALTSH HAS MARKED THE RECFNT CONDUCY OF QUR DIPLOMACY,

IT 18 POSKIBLE THAT THERE IS NUW A SEVERE IMBALANCE BETWEFN
THE EYPHECTATIONS THAT NTHERS HAVE OF QUR OALIGATIONS YO NQ
THINGS THAT ARE IN THEIR IMTEREST AND QUR NWN VIFW OF THF SAME
MATTFR&, THERE MAY BF A REAL CRISIS NF CONFINENCE, FOR EXAMPLE,
InN KDREA, WHERE 7UR HISTORIC aBLTGATION IS OPEN, EXPLICIT, AND
UNDERLTNFD 8Y THE PRFSENCE OF YRDOPY, AND WHERF THF ENERGY
AND DETERMINATION OF THE PFOPLE ON THE SPUT ARF 80 DIFFERENT
FROM wHAT WE EVER FOUND TN SOUTH VIETNAM,

CTHE MORA|L HERE I§& NOT A NEW OMNE, BUT ITS URGENCY I8 NOW
GREATER THAN EVER BEFORE, SIMNCE OUR VERY SIZF AND STRENGTH MUBT
LEAD aTHERS TO TEWD TO RFLY ON US FOR WMAT THEY WANT, 1T BECOHES
CRYITICALLY TMPORTAMY FOR US YO DETERMINE, AND FOR THEM TO UNDERw
STanb, JUST HOW MyCH UF THF RELIANECE 18- JUSTY?TED

HE FAMNDOT DENY OUR FATLURES, WHETHER IN VIETNAM oRr ELQE*
WHERE, NNR I8 SUCH DENTAL TH THE NATIONAL TRADITION, WE CANNDTY
DENY~ YNDEE(D WE MUST STRONGLY AFFIRMa QUR uIMIYATzous. WE
CANNDTY AND WILL NOT DO EVERYTMING EVERYWHERE, AND WE CAN DO
NUTHING, ANYWHERE, THAT IS NOT MATCHED BNTH Tn THE ODFSIRFS
AND. THF FFFORTS OF THUSE wHO TURN TO US, NOR CAN WE DENY=WE
MUST LoulLyY PROCLATMm THAT WF ARE A PENPLE OF GREAT DIVEHSTTY,
DUR DECISIONS WILL NFVER BF MONDLITHIC, AND Npo OME, NOT EVEN
ODUR PRFSIDENTS, CAN EVER SPEAK FOR US ALL, BUT WE ARE THE SaAMK
PEOPLE THAT IN A GEWERATINN HaVE TWICE MELPED SAVE. THE FREEDNM
DF EURNPE, THAT Havk BEREMN FIRST AMONG THE NATINNS IN THE .
BYRUGGLE TO WARL (FF nQRLQNIDE NUCLEAR CATASTROPHE, THAT HAVF
BHOWN NURSELVES READY TO RESPOND, TIME AFTFR TIME, TO LEADER=
SHIP THAY APPEALS TO OUR PRACTYCAL BGENEROSIYY,
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